Obesity-associated activation of angiotensin and endothelin in the cardiovascular system.
The renin-angiotensin system (RAS) and the endothelin system have been implicated in the pathogenesis of human cardiovascular and renal diseases, and inhibition of the RAS markedly improves morbidity and survival. Obesity in humans is associated with an increased risk for the development of hypertension, atherosclerosis and focal-segmental glomerulosclerosis, however the exact mechanisms underlying these pathologies in obese individuals are not known. This article discusses the clinical importance of obesity and the current evidence for local activation of the renin-angiotensin system and its interactions with the endothelin system in obesity and the cardiovascular pathologies associated with it.